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WCO co-sponsored a tractor safety course

at the Food+Farm Exploration Center in

Plover, Wis. Photos by F+FEC

L B

for second year By Maria Woldt and Brittany Marquard

Twenty-two  students  successfully
completed the 2025 Tractor and Farm
Safety Certificate Program hosted by
the Food + Farm Exploration Center
(F+FEC) in Plover, Wisconsin. The five-day
course, led by F+FEC Education Program
Manager Brittany Marquard, provided
essential training in the safe operation
of farm machinery and raised awareness
of potential hazards to help prevent
accidents and save lives.

For WCO, sponsoring this program for
the second consecutive year represents
a continued commitment to promoting
safety, responsibility, and education
among the next generation of agricultural
workers. WCO members understand

firsthand the importance of safety and

preparation in the field and supporting
opportunities like this helps ensure that
those values are passed on.

Farming is incredibly rewarding, but it
also comes with real risks. Programs like
the Tractor and Farm Safety Certificate
Program help young people gain
technical skills and a lifelong respect for
machinery and a strong awareness of
safe work practices. Investing in youth
safety education is one of the most
effective ways to support the future of
Wisconsin agriculture and prepare young
workers for success.

Throughout the week, students
learned how to safely start, operate,
and maintain tractors and other farm

equipment. Lessons covered everything

Continued on p. 3
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UPCOMING DATES:

WCO Fundraising Auction
Ends Tues. Dec.9
Online

Forage Symposium
Feb. 16-18, 2026
Chula Vista, Wis. Dells

Forage and Manure Safety Day

April 9, 2026
Arlington, Wis.

CONTACT WCO:

execdir@wiscustomoperators.org
(608) 577-4345



From the President’s Cab: Multiple opportunities to engage
By John Osterhaus

| hope everyone
had a
bountiful

safe and
harvest
season. As we wrap

up another busy

fall, it's encouraging
\ weo to  see  that, for

the most part, the
weather was on our side. Harvesting was
completed on time across the region,
and the results of a productive growing
season are now in storage or on their
way to market. While the combines and
choppers may be parked, our colleagues
on the manure hauling side are still hard
at work, nourishing next year's crop
and helping ensure another successful
season ahead.

As we shift from the rush of harvest
to the planning season, WCO is busy
preparing for one of our biggest annual
events—the Forage Symposium, sched-
uled for February 16-18 in Wisconsin
Dells. We are developing a program that
will both educate and inspire. Speakers
will entertain, share timely insights, and
offer practical takeaways you can bring
home to your own business.

This year marks an exciting milestone as

Vander Kinter Farms, Denmark, Wis.

it's the first Forage Symposium since WCO
and the Professional Nutrient Applicators
Association of (PNAAW)
formally affiliated. With this change, WCO
will now coordinate the manure track

Wisconsin

sessions for the symposium. Our goal is
to add even more value to that portion
of the program—not only through
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JJ

high-quality = manure  management
topics, but also by including regulatory
content that benefits all members. We're
confident this collaboration will make
the symposium even stronger and more
relevant to everyone in our industry.
While the

Symposium is well underway, our team

planning  for Forage

is also preparing for the 2026 WCO
Safety Training and Certification Session,
scheduled for Thursday, April 9 at the UW
Agricultural Research Station. This one-
day event will include a mix of classroom-
style sessions, hands-on equipment walk-
arounds, and peer-to-peer discussions
designed to strengthen safety awareness
and reinforce best practices. The agenda
will feature a few new sessions that we
have not previously covered like how to
make effective 911 calls and how to build
a reliable first-aid kit.

Registration is open, and we're grateful
to see strong sponsor involvement
already. This event is one of the best
opportunities to bring your whole crew
together for safety training before the
busy season begins.

As we move into the holiday season,
| want to extend my thanks to all our
members, partners, and sponsors for
your ongoing involvement and support.
Your participation makes WCO stronger
and helps us continue to deliver value
to members and the industry. | wish you
and your families a safe, healthy, and

enjoyable holiday season. L
- John




Tractor safety
(continued from p. 1)

take-off
(PTO) safety to recognizing blind spots

from understanding power

and preventing roll overs. Participants
also explored broader topics such as
identifying farm hazards, understanding
emergency procedures, and developing
habits
chemicals.

safe around livestock and
The program concluded with a driving

practicum, during which students
demonstrated their ability to operate
tractors through a series of real-world
maneuvers. This hands-on test was the
culmination of the week’s training and
a proud moment for both students and
instructors.

In addition to machinery operation,
students received instruction in hands-
only CPR and Stop the Bleed, presented
Trauma

by Jenny Blenker, Aspirus

Coordinator, and Hazel Packer of
Ambherst EMS. These lessons equipped
participants with the tools to respond
quickly and effectively in emergency
situations—skills that are just as vital
as safe equipment operation in farm
environments.

“This program gives youth the skills and
confidence to work safely on farms,” said
Marquard. “By investing in education, we
are helping protect the next generation
of agricultural leaders.”

The 2025 Tractor and Farm Safety
Certificate Program was made possible
through generous sponsorships from the
Mike Biadasz Farm Safety & Education
Fund, WCO, Rural Mutual

Zinda Insurance Group, Feltz Dairy Store,

Memorial

National Farm Medicine Center, Muzzy
Broadcasting B104.9, and Riesterer &
Schnell.

As part of the experience, Ken Feltz of
Feltz Dairy Store hosted participants for

SAFETY TRAINING

Above: In addition to machinery operation, students received instruction in hands-
only CPR and Stop the Bleed training. Below: Ken Feltz of Feltz Dairy Store hosted
participants for a behind-the-scenes farm tour.

a behind-the-scenes farm tour, where
students explored a modern dairy farm
and gained insight into how efficiency,
animal care, and safety intersect in daily
farm work.

Sponsorship of this program aligns
closely with WCO'’s mission to promote
professionalism, safety, and education
within the custom farming industry. Each
year, WCO offers training, resources,
and networking opportunities to help
members stay current on technology,
best
Supporting youth programs like this one

regulations, and practices.
ensures these same values take root
early among future operators and farm
employees.

As technology continues to advance,
farms and equipment are becoming
more sophisticated. Completing a basic
tractor safety course often serves as the
gateway to greater learning—whether as
an employee on a farm or with a custom
crew.

By starting safety education

early, WCO and its partners are helping
prepare the next generation to handle
that technology responsibly and keep
Wisconsin agriculture strong.

Through continued partnerships and
community engagement, WCO remains
dedicated to fostering a culture of
safety—one student, one farm, and one
season at a time. ‘
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WCO EVENTS

Mark your calendars for two big WCO events: Forage Symposium
and Safety Training B8y Maria Woldt for wco

As we head into
the winter meeting
WCO is
gearing up for two

season,

major events that
want
the
Forage Symposium

you won't

to miss —

Maria Woldt
and the WCO Safety Training and
Certification event, April 9 in Arlington.
Both
networking and practical

events promise valuable
information

you can take home to your business.

Forage Symposium: Feb. 16-18,
Chula Vista, Wisconsin Dells

The 2026 Forage Symposium will fea-
ture a wide range of sessions includ-
ing topics on building your social media
presence, insurance, growing the ag
workforce and more. On Tuesday, mem-
bers will enjoy a keynote presentation
from Avery and Emily Elsing of New Age
Custom Farming in Prairie du Sac, Wis.

This duo will share their
experience growing their
custom farming business
alongside multiple other
businesses and a grow-
ing online presence. The
Elsings have built a loyal kg
their

engaging YouTube chan-

following through

nel, documenting real-life
moments from the field,
and offering an authentic ._ =,
look at what it takes to run =
a modern farm.

On Wednesday,
continue our popular “Forage harvesting

we'll

around the country and world” theme
with Matthias Siegrist of Siegrist Harvest-
ing in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Born in
Europe, Matthias will share his unique
journey of moving across the world, start-
ing a thriving business, and keeping his
business running strong. He'll compare
trends between U.S. and Canadian agri-
culture, touching
on both the simi-
larities and differ-
ences.
Attendees  will
also have the op-
portunity to ask
Matthias about his
extensive equip-
fleet and

learn how he man-

ment

ages logistics and
efficiency.
This year marks

Avery and Emily Elsing will share their journey as young farmers
and content creators. Photo by Emily Elsing.
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the first Forage Symposium since WCO's
affiliation with PNAAW. With WCO now
coordinating the manure track, attendees

can look forward to expanded content
that includes manure management, key
regulatory updates, and safety topics that
benefit all members.

Highlights from this track include two
engaging panels: one featuring operators
sharing “lessons learned” from manure
hauling experiences to help others avoid
costly mistakes, and another focused
on building strong partnerships with
town boards and community members
while navigating manure hauling and
application.

Whether you attend the Symposium
every year or it's been a while, this is
the perfect year to join us—there's truly
something for everyone. More details
on sessions, registration, and lodging
will be released in the coming weeks.
Registration opens in December, so
keep an eye on your mail and email for
updates.

Continued next page



Register for the April 9
safety event!

WCO Safety training & certification session
UW Agricultural Research Station, Arlington

Following the Symposium, WCO and USCHI will host a stand-
alone safety training and certification event on Thursday, April
9, 2026, at the UW Agricultural Research Station in Arlington.
This hands-on event will feature safety walk-arounds, breakout
sessions focused on manure and forage equipment, and
practical emergency response training. Registration is now
open on the WCO website, and sponsor support has been
outstanding. A special thank you to Agri-King, our “presenting”
sponsor. The full speaker lineup will be announced soon.

This event is designed for your entire crew—a great
opportunity to come together for a safety refresher before the
2026 season gets underway.

We look forward to seeing everyone in February — and again in
April — as we come together to learn, connect, and strengthen

Wisconsin's custom farming community. L ]

The ORIGINAL Low Volume Inoculant
Applicator With Insulated Tanks

U.S PATENT NO. 6,443,369 - CANADA PATENT NO. 2,411,690
ADDITIONAL U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL PATENTS PENDING

v/ Stainless Steel
Components

v’ Quick Connect
Fittings

v'10 Gallons Treats
Up To 1000 Tons

v Pump Exclusive

Tough & Toothy

Discover daring KP Roll engineering with an To DEI
edge. Impressive crop mat penetration with \/Toolless
incredible wear resistance. Maintenance
Turn your kernels into gold. v'LED llluminated
Flowmeter
v’ Outstanding
Customer Service

(] HORNING

717.354.5040 | New Holland, PA

Dohrmann Enterprises, Inc.
@ 320-252-8999
www.DohrmannEnterprises.com
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SUPPORTING WCO

4th Annual Fall Wisconsin
Custom Operators Auction

Now Accepting Consignments

Wanted: Manure Application & Handling Equipment, Planting, Harvesting,
Baling, Tilling, Combining, Trucking & Other Custom Operators Equipment

Auction Ends: December 9th

Last Day to Consign: November 18th

Call Parker: 715-642-3981
Ask about our zero commission option!
hansenauctiongroup.com

i

OXBO

Engineered with

in mind!

Locate your
dealer
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2025 Directors

President - John Osterhaus
Vice President - Jeremy Heim
Secretary - Randy Clark (corp. rep)
Treasurer - Charlie Schultz
Southeast region - Pat Johnson
Southwest region - Bruce
Dannenberg

Corporate rep - Steve Pesik
Honorary Representatives:

Dr. Brian Luck, UW-Madison
Dr. Joe Sanford, UW-Platteville

In 2026, WCO will elect:

o Atlarge operator director

o Northern region operator
e (orporate director

Board nominations &
annual meeting

WCO is seeking board of director
nominations. Elections will be held during
the annual meeting at 8 a.m. on Feb. 18,
2026, at Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin
Dells. Directors must be WCO members
and serve three-year terms, with a
maximum of two consecutive terms.

The board meets 3-4 times per year:
February - At Forage Symposium
March (if needed) - At WCO safety event
July - At a member farm/shop
December - Stand alone meeting

If you are interested in running, contact
Maria Woldt, executive director, at
execdir@wiscustomoperators.org
or (608) 577-4345.

Renew your membership
or sponsorship

Membership renewals mail in early
December with details to register for
Forage Symposium. You can renew with
your registration or directly with WCO—
direct renewals by check or online are
appreciated. Sponsorship renewals mail
the week of Thanksgiving and must be
paid directly to WCO. L 1

Available committees

» Education/Conference
» Media

» Scholarship & Awards
» Safety/Regulations

Sch

er Talent

1.800.883.97

seheraninc.com

THE MOST COMPLETE HAY LINE

Round Balers

90

www.kuhn.com

INVEST IN QUALITY

Cut - Dry - Harvest

Mowers & Mower Conditioners

THE HAY AND FORAGE SPECIALISTS

Save time, money and improve hay quality with machinery
known for performance, reliability, and longevity from KUHN.

e T

Square Balers

Wrappers

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU TODAY!

Custom News 7



ANY WAY

The T-Series Ag-Baggers by RCI have more options
to increase your forage storage capacity. With the
revolutionary rotor, forage distributor, wider conveyor,
1000-RPM PTO and sweeping tunnel cleanout,
these Ag-Baggers are durable and efficient.

Visit your local Ag-Bag dealer to learn about
the transformation of Ag-Bag by RCI.

]

Better Storage
Better Forage

tiepts rosoved.

1-800-334-7432
www.ag-bag.com

©2022 R Engineering, LLO. Al

I a JoHM DEERE

i JohnDeere.com

The tech you need
for quality feed.
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Riesterer and Schnell



Membership incentive program

Don't forget - WCO has a membership incentive program!
If you sign up a new member you receive $25 towards your
2026 membership. Sponsors can participate also. Simply list
your company name on the “referred by” line and earn money
towards your 2026 membership or sponsorship.

Incentive not to exceed cost of membership or sponsorship.
Help WCO grow our membership base!

Welcome to WCO

General Members ($50/year) derive
their income (whole or part) from custom
farming. Receive full voting rights and
featured on website with business
information.

Associate Members ($50/year) support
the custom farming industry, but do not
engage in custom farming themselves.

Name:

Business Name:

Address:

City: State:

Email Address:

Website:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Membership Type: ——General ___ Assoc.
Amount Paid: Date:

Referred By:

Please return membership form
with payment to:

Wisconsin Custom Operators, Inc.
PO Box 567
DeForest, Wl 53532
Join and pay online at
wiscustomoperators.org

NO NEED TO COMPROMISE,

V]
-

.

1 E 4
EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

New Holland FR Forage Cruiser models feature powerful
engines tuned expressly for forage harvesting, the widest
cutterhead and crop processorin theindustry for maximum
throughput, and a cab that feels more like a home office.
There’s no need to choose between high capacity and high
quality - choose a New Holland Forage Cruiser. Learn more
at www.newholland.com/na

©2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved.

YOUR TRUSTED
MANURE INJECTION
SOLUTION

L

INROVATION TOGETHER

TANK BARS PULL TYPE

INJECTION UNITS 32 PT BARS

EIND IS ONLINE

ZIMIMTERMNMANMEG.COMNM
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BRILLION, WI LENA, WI w ELco M E
920.989.1517 920.829.5131
‘\‘ tw f""ﬂ’ DY

BEAVER DAM Ansay at'fi:l Associatés (sponsor)
1-800-468-5009 L 152 y
J6sh'Weirich, CJ Custom Services

WORKWONDERS AT HARVEST TIME.

It's like you waved a magic wand over your fields when you put
the powerful Fendt® IDEAL™ combine to work. Fendt’s signature
attention to detail and innovation improves upon traditional
combine design, featuring reliable headers, increased fuel
efficiency, exceptional capacity, a comfortable cab, advanced
technology and a single helix processor. The end result?
Your harvest comes in faster and in better shape than ever
before. Less waste, more precision.

Harness the wondrous performance of a
Fendt IDEAL combine today at McFarlanes'

Sauk City, W
MC?AE_ANES’ 788léar(|JI¥na St. cﬂn tﬂ'ﬂt DHVE Efsentm‘ut
Call or text 608-643-3321 (920) 980-5905 or

office@eisentrautagservices.com

mcfarlanes.net

©2023 AGCO (¢ Fendtisa brand of AGCO C AGCO and Fendt are trademarks
of AGCO. All rights reserved.
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Please send your photos to WCO

Photos featured in the Custom News are taken by staff or
submitted by members and sponsors. We are always looking
for high quality images and we do our best to feature diverse
equipment brands and custom farming practices.

Please e-mail your high-resolution images (1MB or larger)
to execdir@wiscustomoperators.org and we will be sure
to feature you on our social media channels and in our

publications. Thank you in advance! L 1

, #50% BIG DOG | _T[I.E'__
| [ F__il_I[ r

|

Last winter, the WCO board toured the H&S Manufacturing
plant in Marshfield, Wis. Board members enjoyed talking
shop with the makers of their favorite equipment. Want to
host a future tour? Contact us!

Jim Lilburn on Spectrum News

WCO member Jim Lilburn of Lilburn Farms In Evansville,
Wis. recently welcomed Spectrum News 1 to ride along in
his combine during corn harvest in Rock County. Each fall,
Lilburn harvests for 10 area farmers, providing the equipment
and expertise needed to get the job done efficiently. In his
interview, Lilburn highlighted the cost of farm equipment
as one of the key reasons many farmers turn to custom
operators. The full segment aired on Spectrum News 1 and
was featured online. §

‘The poWver to.do more.

Step into the cab of a JAGUAR forage harvester and
experience innovation:

e CAM PILOT and AUTO PILOT ensure precise
steering with PICK UP and ORBIS heads.

e AUTO FILL streamlines trailer filling for
maximum convenience.

e CEMOS AUTO PERFORMANCE optimizes machine
speed, throughput, and engine load effortlessly.

Enjoy up to 10.5% increased throughput, superior chop
quality, and 10% greater fuel economy.

Discover how the JAGUAR TT is made for more,
delivering exceptional results for your bottom line.

claas.com LLIHAS ‘ ‘ | Ill.

Parker Ma55|e 715 642 3981

4

parker@hansenauctlohgroup.com
"..' - a i 'F f _"ll _.: '. ".- r:j ! !‘-:."--" = 1*”!‘,_
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‘ Wisconsin Custom
Operators, Inc.

PO Box 567
DeForest, Wl 53532

In 2026, WCO wiill
elect an at-large

director, a north
region director, and
a corporate director.
If you are interested
in running please
contact us.

Questions about loH/Ag CMV rules and
permit applications?

go to wisconsin.gov and search
Maass Farms, Seymour, Wis. “Implements of Husbandry”



