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Online equipment auction benefits WCO;
now accepting consignments By maria wolat for WCo

WCO is proud to announce an online
auction, Nov. 22-Dec. 6th, coordinated
by Hansen Auction Group. Consignments
are being accepted through November
18. The auction includes machinery
typical for custom operators, but virtually
all items will be considered.

As an association, WCO is looking
for creative ways to maintain a strong
financial position. Like all of our members,
WCO'’s investments have taken a hit and
membership is slowly recovering from
the pandemic. In addition, we have ideas
for several new programs that could
become a reality with additional funds.

The WCO board wants to continue
members

supporting our through

quality content at Symposium, increased

scholarships, industry data, and policy
initiatives.

WCO will receive two percent of the
buyers fee which represents an exciting
opportunity for the association.

Consignments from WCO members and
outside sellers are accepted and sellers
commissions will be 10 percent at most.
To make a consignment, contact Parker
Massey from Hansen Auction Group at
parker@hansenauctiongroup.com or by
phone at (715) 642-3981.

To preview and purchase items, go to
hansenauctiongroup.com and search
for the WCO auction. We will also send
an email and promote on our social
channels. The auction runs from Nov. 22
thru Dec. 6 at 6 p.m. *
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From the President’s Cab: blessed to have each other
By Raymond Liska

Shaking, rattling,
grinding, knocking,
are all too familiar
to farm equipment
operators. Torn
belts, loose bolts,

and failed bearings
are just a few things that could be wrong
and must be dealt with immediately.

Having a good sense for something
going wrong is as important as being able
to turn the wheel when the harvest is on
the line. Operators use their skills and
experiences to manage their machines
persistently day in and day out.

Sometimes the shaking occurs outside
of the cab. Tragedy falls on people and
families in all businesses, and from all
walks of life. These situations are difficult
and can't be fixed with wrenches, or
diagnostic devices.

I was unfortunate enough this fall to
witness tragedy strike my own crew. It
was a day like any other day, and | got
the call from my senior employee that
our close friends and co-workers had to
suddenly say good-bye to their baby girl.
A parent's worst fear had come true for
them, and it shook us all to the core.

Knowing how to diagnose and repair
machinery with tools is easy for a
custom crew leader but knowing how to
comfort people in a time of loss seemed
impossible. Prayer and presence were
the only things that could be done to help
comfort broken hearts. Overwhelming
emotions have stayed with all of us, but
togetherness has given us strength.

Often as crew
leaders we get so
good at helping
people through the

fields that we forget
we may have to help
them through life as
well.

We are so blessed to have each other,
and we are grateful to have her memory.
Often as crew leaders we get so good
at helping people through the fields we
forget that we may have to help them
through life as well. It touched my heart
to see several custom crews stop their

machines on a perfect fall day to pay their
respects to the parents of this beautiful
soul. They will always be in our thoughts,
our hearts, and our prayers.

Shaking isn't always bad, sometimes
it's an awakening. The members of WCO
are a family of operators with a goal to
protect our way of life. Networking is our
mission and to share our story so that we
can learn from one another. We can all
be grateful for the experiences of each
individual and | encourage you to keep
sharing.

Coming together this winter for our
annual Symposium is always a great
opportunity for everyone who attends.
Many topics new and old will surely help
us learn and grow together. You are
the seed and education provides the
nourishment to help grow your ideas,
ultimately providing solutions to an ever-
changing industry. | thank all of you so
much for your dedication to your families,
businesses, and WCO.

May God be with you on your journeys
and have a safe and happy harvest
season. W

-Ray

Nutrient management resources

From UW-Madison Nutrient and Pest Management Program

New online nutrient management
curriculum released

UW-Madison's Nutrient & Pest Manage-
ment (NPM) Program released a new,
online, self-paced Nutrient Manage-
ment Farmer Education (NMFE) Curricu-
lum! This curriculum is an evolution of a
classroom-based format that has trained
farmers across Wisconsin for years on
the process of preparing farm nutrient
management plans.

Most farms across the state need a
nutrient management plan for their
farm. In addition, nutrient management
plans must meet the criteria contained
in the USDA-NRCS Nutrient Management
Standard (commonly referred to as the
“590 standard”).

The new NMFE curriculum is in an
online, video format that allows for
self-paced learning by users. Access the
curriculum at:

nmfe.webhosting.cals.wisc.edu/
Please allow a few minutes for the
initial download. For best results, use a
computer for this training (vs. mobile).

Have you calibrated your manure
spreader lately?

Manure spreader calibration is
necessary for determining manure
application rates and properly crediting
manure nutrients. These credits are
extremely valuable in 2022 and 2023
due to high commercial fertilizer prices.

Calibrating a manure spreader is
simple. First, the manure spreader needs
to be filled with manure.

Next, the weight of the tractor and full
manure spreader needs to be recorded.
This can be done using portable axle
scales or a large machinery scale, such
as the scales commonly located at grain
elevators and cooperatives.

EDUCATION CENTER

The NMFE curriculum is delivered in an online, module-based format that allows
for self-paced learning. Users still have access to the same experts and resources,
but now can use the curriculum when it is convenient for them. Photo by UW NPM

Then, manure needs to be
applied to a pre-determined
field, simulating a typical
manure application on your
farm.

After spreading, the weight
oftheemptymanure spreader
needs to be recorded.

The final in-field step is to
measure the area covered
with the spread manure. The
width and length should be
measured to calculate the
total acreage spread.

The NPM program has a
worksheet and video to help
with this process, scan the QR

code for more information.' .

Crop Specifiec Inoculants
= Haylage & Small Grains
= Dry Hay-up to 26% moisture
@ Corn Silage
2 Hi-Moisture Corn
Full line of applicators.

on Insulated Tank l l

Metal Pump Box

auge on Tank
Treats 1000 Ton Per Fill
350 RPM custom designed pump

- Higher Amperage output f|
maximum coverage
Now with

- 1 year warranty 0 custom lighted

and labor flow gaug
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POLICY CENTER

Issues to watch

Elections: Nov. 8 was the general
election. WCO has not historically
endorsed candidates (although we can
as a 501c5 non-profit organization). Our
Issues are bipartisan and WCO works
with all elected leaders for solutions in
the agriculture community.

Farm Service CDL: WCO has been
looking for flexibility with the Farm
Service CDL program to help more drivers
gain credentials. Post elections, WCO will
continue to work with transportation
committee members to extend the 180
day window to 210 days. This extension
is part of the federal infrastructure bill,
however, states must opt-in to gain these
extra days.

OWN A KRONE

Ask your dealer how you can get

LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS
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Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC): The
USDA began accepting applications
for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMCQ)
program October 17, 2022 for enrollment
in 2023. The DMC program is designed
as a risk management program, offering
protection between the milk price
received and the average feed price for
afarm.

This program is replacing the Dairy
Margin Protection Program. The dead-
line to apply for this program is De-
cember 9, 2022. More information
on the DMC program can be found
on the Farm Service Agency's web-
site page at https://bit.ly/2023DMC.

Don't forget to renew your Commercial
Pesticide Applicator License:

Individuals who need to complete their
certification can take the exam in person
at no cost or online for a fee. In person
exams must be scheduled in advance.
Those who pass the exam receive a
five-year certification.

DATCP can only issue a pesticide
applicator license if an individual's
certification credential(s) are current. Go
to datcp.wi.gov and search ‘commercial
pesticide applicator'.

All exam takers must first purchase
the training materials from University of

Wisconsin-Division of Extension.

Continued on p. 5

h OXBO

oxbo.com

‘. 800.628.6196

Continued from p. 4

Pesticide Applicator Certification
exam available online:

Commercial pesticide applicators can
now take the exam online proctored
through a personal computer that
includes a web-enabled camera and
broadband internet.

Those who take the exam online will
receive their results immediately, along
with their certification by email 1-3
business days after the exam. §

Remember, if you treat manure,
apply inoculants or bale forage,
you are required to have a ‘field
and vegetable crop’ commercial
pesticide applicator certification.

Cutting Edge.

Industry-leading KP Technology.
Aggressive teeth of rare durability.
Productivity ...on aroll.

fJHORNING

717.354.5040 | New Holland, PA

Complete the WCO member survey, win $1,000!

\

Remember this guy? Jeremy Heim won $1,000 because he completed
the WCO member survey. Be like Jeremy. The survey is sent to WCO
operator members in January and everyone who makes a submission
is compensated and entered to win our grand prize.

The ORIGINAL Low Volume Inoculant
Applicator With Insulated Tanks

U.S PATENT NO. 6,443,369 - CANADA PATENT NO. 2,411,690
ADDITIONAL U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL PATENTS PENDING

v/ Stainless Steel
Components

v’ Quick Connect
Fittings

v'10 Gallons Treats
Up To 1000 Tons

v Pump Exclusive
To DEI

v’ Toolless
Maintenance

v'LED Illluminated
Flowmeter

v’ Outstanding
Customer Service

Dohrmann Enterprises, Inc.

320-252-8999
www.DohrmannEnterprises.com
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PARTNER INNOVATIONS

New product showcase: new manure spreaders
and an in-line wrapper rrom kUHN

KUHN recently introduced new larger
spreader models, extending the popular
ProPush® line for commercial producers
and custom operators.

The new KUHN Knight HP 170 M and HPX
195 ProPush® high-capacity, commercial
hydraulic push spreaders provide large
operations and custom operators with
reliable, heavy-duty machines designed
for high usage. The HP 170 M, with a
heaped capacity of 700 ft3, and the HPX
195, with a heaped capacity of 950 ft3, are
designed for agricultural and commercial
applications that haul a wide array of
semi-solid and solid materials, including
gutter manure, yard scrapings, bedding
pack and feedlot manure.

The hydraulic push-type design means
no apron chains, fewer moving parts and
dependable service life.

New to the ProPush family is the moving
floor design. The moving floor allows
these new models to have a greater
capacity without sacrificing overall
length or loading height. All-steel welded
frames provide a solid foundation for the
spreader sides and floor.

Heavy-duty VertiSpread® vertical beat-
ers provide a wide, 25-30" spread pat-
tern at rates ranging from 5-30 tons/acre.
Both models come standard with 5/8"
flighting and hardened beater teeth to
ensure superior strength and durability
of beaters in heavy-use conditions.

Save on fertilizer costs by combining
your spreader with an optional scale
system to monitor application quantities
and take maximum advantage of the nu-
trient value of your manure.
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Also new to the KUHN lineup, the KUHN
OWR 6000 inline round bale wrapper
offers exceptional wrapping productivity,
while minimizing film and fuel use. This
inline wrapper is designed for demanding
farmers and custom operators looking for
maximum productivity and profitability in
a wrapper. The OWR 6000 quickly wraps
round bales of various size, including
4- and 5-foot wide bales up to 6 feet in
diameter.

The OWR 6000 leverages KUHN's 35
years of experience with individual
wrappers by utilizing the same pre-
stretchers with an industry leading 70%
plastic stretch ratio. This higher stretch
ratio provides more efficient plastic
utilization and better bale compression
reducing plastic cost per bale.

Greater management and control of
the wrapping process can be achieved
by our unique IntelliWrap™ technology.
IntelliWrap uses sophisticated electronics
and hydraulics to control the wrapping
process and allows the operator to
easily adjust film layers by one-layer
increments. The BaleEye photoelectric
sensor accurately and reliably detects
a bale on the loading platform with
no mechanical moving parts, unlike
competitive mechanical sensors. L |

Left: Kuhn has introduced a new
inline bale wrapper that uses less
film and fuel. Facing page: Kuhn

also made improvements to the
ProPush® manure spreader with the
addition of a moving floor. Photos
contributed.

1.800.883.9790
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THE MOST COMPLETE HAY LINE | Cut -Dry - Harvest

Save time, money and improve hay quality with KUHN.

THE HAY AND FORAGE TOOL SPECIALISTS

Harvesting high-quality hay and forage is the focus of KUHN's hay tool
innovation. Our commitment is to help you gain a maximum return on
investment by providing products known for performance, reliability,
and longevity.

R
Mower Conditioners Rotary Rakes
Visit our website

to locate a Dealer
near you today!

Wheel Rakes ' § Tedders

EST IN QUALITY
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Introducing the T7170 Ag-Bagger

Transforming the Ag-Bag Experience

The T7170 begins the transformation of Ag-Bag’s New T-Series Models.
Based on customer feedback, we have improved the T7170 to
increase Ag-Bag capacity, serviceability and transportability.
Discover more from your local Ag-Bag Dealer.

www.ag-bag.com
1-800-334-7432

®
AG-BAL
LB
—RCI

ot - ,__.;-'T- '
Custom Solutions for Custom:Operators

I @ JOHN DEERE

JohnDeere.com/CommercialHay
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Membership incentive program

Don't forget - WCO has a membership incentive program!
If you sign up a new member you receive $25 towards your
2023 membership. Sponsors can participate also. Simply list
your company name on the “referred by” line and earn money
towards your 2023 membership or sponsorship.

Incentive not to exceed cost of membership or sponsorship.
Help WCO grow our membership base!

Welcome to WCO

General Members ($50/year) derive
their income (whole or part) from custom
farming. Receive full voting rights and
featured on website with business
information.

Associate Members ($50/year) support
the custom farming industry, but do not
engage in custom farming themselves.

Name:

Business Name:

Address:

City: State:

Email Address:

Website:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Membership Type: ——General ___ Assoc.
AmountPaid: — Date:

Referred By:

Please return membership form
with payment to:

Wisconsin Custom Operators, Inc.
PO Box 567
DeForest, Wl 53532
Join and pay online at
www.wiscustomoperators.org

NO NEED TO COMPROMISE,
~

Y

EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

New Holland FR Forage Cruiser models feature powerful
engines tuned expressly for forage harvesting, the widest
cutterhead and crop processorin theindustry for maximum
throughput, and a cab that feels more like a home office.
There’s no need to choose between high capacity and high
quality - choose a New Holland Forage Cruiser. Learn more
at www.newholland.com/na

©2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved.

SWIDERSKI @ YOUR PARTNERS
EQUIPMENT INC ON THEJOB

Mosinee Wausau Thorp Antigo Waupaca

Game-changing feed quality
for winning herds.

Sopy see the orage Cruiser firsthand
or give Team Swiderski a call today!
Mosinee 715.693.3015 o Wausau 715.675.2391

Thorp 715.669.5255  Antigo 715.623.4668
Waupaca 715.258.3266

swiderskiequipment.com

Custom News
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2022 Directors Board nominations & Please send your photos to WCO
2 ¥ e oot annual meeting
=‘Eﬂ'ﬂ pmﬂ'ﬂt | | President - Ray Liska WCO is looking for board of Photos featured in the Custom News are taken by staff or
. Vice President - Bill Smith director nominations. Elections submitted by members and sponsors. We are always looking
Secretary - Josh Bartholomew will take place during the annual for high quality images and we do our best to feature diverse
(corp. rep) meeting at 8 a.m. on Feb. 22, 2023 equipment brands and custom farming practices.
Treasurer - Isaac Lemmenes held at the Chula Vista resort in Please e-mail your high-resolution images (1MB or larger)
BRILLION, W LENA, Wi (corp. rep) Wisconsin Dells. Directors must be to execdir@wiscustomoperators.org and we will be sure
920.989.1517 920.829.5131 . . . : . .
North region - Derek Ducat members of WCO and serve three- to feature you on our social media channels and in our PUJ[ YOUI’ Bus|neSS N
At-large - Amanda Krepline year terms with no more than two publications. Thank you in advance! : )
j | the Driver's Seat.
South East region - Pat Johnson consecutive terms. —_—
BEAVER DAM Honorary Representatives: The board meets four times per It's time to drive more business in your direction. With up to
. . 10.5% greater throughput, superior chop quality, 10% better
1-800-468-5009 Dr. Matt Digman, UW-Madison year: fuel economy, and 25 mph between fields, JAGUAR 990TT
. . . and 960TT deliver more for your bottom line. Built around
Dr. Brian Luck, UW-Madison FEbruary - At Forage Symp05|um the industry’s only factory-fitted tracked undercarriage,
Dr. Joe Sanford, UW-Platteville March - At WCO safety event or these machines also give you greater stability on slopes,

unmatched traction in muddy conditions, and headland
protection that reduces grass cover damage — keeping you

working when others call it quits.

C[IARS
claas.com

conference call

In 2023 WCO will July - At WI Farm Tech Days
!

. December - Stand alone meeting
eled The f0||0W|ng: If you are interested in running
< AI—|urge diredor or know someone who is, contact
° Noﬂh region diredor Maria Woldt, executive director at
° Corporuie direcior execdir@wiscustomoperators.org

LLRARS

Dvorachek Farm & Industry, Brillion Wis.

or (608) 577-4345. &
T =wess MOmMENTUM - SOIL HEALTH
W T\
. . d biomantra
Join a committee Welcome new ‘ » El'l I'ES 219! Boost Your Crops
||-"_~.~.f!||-|.1: h_,F g, |-|| (Without Chemicals!)
mem berS! w + Release nutrients
If you are looking for a small but - Create porous soil
important way to get involved, These individuals/sponsors joined An insurance agency who foot  Seed  soil Improve drought resistance!
consider joining a committee: WCO from July - October 2022 cowes & PVOfeCtéf
»  Education/Conference » Lease Custom Farming your family, farm and business INOCULANTS
» Media Supersile® Get More Out of Your
» Scholarship & Awards Operation
. * 4% shrink reduction
»  Safety/Regulations O o (or more!)
Fendt equipment now available for presell. - Better palatability

Dry Hay Forage

Silage High Moisture Corn

+ More milk and more gain
+ Great return on investment!

Get ahead of the game and preorder a Fendt® tractor and
Fendt Momentum planter today so you’re ready to take on any

tough condition with incredible power, ease and dependability. Renew your mem bership or sponsorship

Contact us today to reserve your new partner in profitability.

Membership renewals mail at the beginning of December and will

McFARLANES include information to register for Forage Symposium. You can renew
your membership when you register or you can renew directly with WCO.

2K ICROCFBEALS

‘ E,

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ per— !
Renee Kusilek
920-251-5916
rk@strongmicrobials.com
strongmicrobials.com

o LS
BPRCTE 1 @

Call or text us at: 608-643-3321 Either option is acceptable, but we always appreciate direct renewals by
Sauk City, Wl « www.mcfarlanes.net check or online payment. Sponsorship renewals will mail the week of Learn more.at endresinsurance.net

Thanksgiving and must be paid direct to WCO. L ] 608-798-3811 | mendres@endresinsurance.net

©2022 AGCO Corporation. Fendt s a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Fendt are trademarks of AGCO.
Alrights reserved
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‘ Wisconsin Custom
Operators, Inc.

PO Box 567
DeForest, Wl 53532

To complete your no fee loH/Ag CMV permit applications
(Required as of January 1, 2015), go to
wisconsin.gov and search “no fee ag permits”

Questions about loH definitions and rules? Go to
wiscustomoperators.org/resources

photo by Melissa Maass, Maass Farms



