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WCO Mini-grant program
Accepted on a rolling basis

WCO Fundraising Auction
Coming in late November

Forage Symposium
Feb. 17-19, 2025

Chula Vista, Wis. Dells

 Twenty-one students were enrolled 

in the first Safe Tractor and Machinery 

Certificate Program held July 8-12 at the 

Food + Farm Exploration Center (F+FEC) 

in Plover, Wis. The event was sponsored 

by the Mike Biadasz Farm Safety & 

Education Memorial Fund, Wisconsin 

Custom Operators, Zinda Insurance 

Group, Feltz’s Dairy Store, the National 

Farm Medicine Center, and Riesterer & 

Schnell. 

Students were instructed by Tomorrow 

River High School Agriculture Teacher 

Katie Loehrke, F+FEC Education Program 

Manager Brittany Marquard, and F+FEC 

Exhibit Tech and Education Intern Brooke 

Mallek. 

According to the National Institutes 

of Health (NIH), every day more than 

30 children (under the age of 18) are 

seriously injured in an agricultural-

related incident. One child death 

happens approximately every three days 

with the leading factor of fatal injuries 

being tractors. 

During the one-week program, students 

were trained on safe operation of farm 

machinery and hazards on the farm. The 

main goal of the program is preventing 

fatal injuries and accidents. At the end of 

the week, students completed a driving 

practicum demonstrating the skills they 

learned over the duration of the course. 

Special thanks to Jenny Blenker, Aspirus 

trauma coordinator, and Hazel Packer, 

Amherst EMS, for training participants 

on hands-only CPR and Stop the Bleed, 

as well as Ken Feltz of Feltz’s Dairy Store. 

WCO co-sponsored a tractor 
safety course at the Food+Farm 
Exploration Center in Plover, Wis. 
Photo by Brittany Marquard

Youth tractor safety course a success!    
By Brittany Marquard and Maria Woldt
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weather. As long as I explain what is 

happening and what we are doing to try 

and move forward, they understand and 

work with us pretty well. 

One of the things that I get concerned 

about when we have weather like this 

spring are safety issues. The added stress 

of fighting the weather day in and day 

out can cause us to make poor decisions 

that we would not make normally. Please 

take a few minutes, step back and look 

at the big picture. Take the time to make 

sure that everyone is working in a safe 

manner. I know I have found myself 

making poor decisions when pressed for 

time. We want everyone to get home safe 

at the end of the day.

In July, the WCO board met for our 

summer meeting. A special thank you 

to Daryll and Jean Manthe from D&J 

Manthe Forage Service in DeForest, Wis. 

for hosting the meeting and allowing us 

to look through their machine sheds. It’s 

always great to get out of our own local 

area to see how other custom operators 

do things in different parts of the state.

At our summer meeting, one of our 

agenda items is always a “sneak peek” at 

potential topics for the upcoming Forage 

Symposium, and as has come to be 

expected, you are all in for another great 

conference, make sure to save the date 

of Feb. 17-19, 2025, at the Chula Vista in 

Wisconsin Dells.

As you read from our cover story, WCO 

is working hard to facilitate safety training 

for all ages. While our core competency 

remains safety training for our members, 

we think it’s important to promote 

tractor safety programing for youth  and 

encourage more training events across 

the state to help the next generation 

engage safely in agriculture.

As we move forward in the season, I 

wish everyone a safe and successful rest 

of summer and fall. 

                    – John

Hello from north-

western Illinois. 

As challenging 

as our spring was 

here in Illinois, I 

understand that 

many of our fellow 

WCO members had 

it much worse. Extended periods of rain 

and storms being a common problem 

throughout much of the Midwest. 

These weather events make for some 

stressful times for the custom harvest 

crews, manure pumping crews, and the 

farmers. I think that during these very 

stressful times, communicating with our 

customers is of the utmost importance. 

Even if it’s just a quick phone call to touch 

base with them about how the schedule 

is looking. 

I would much rather have the customer 

hear our schedule from me, than “hear” 

it from the coffee shop in town. As much 

as I don’t enjoy calling customers to tell 

them we are going to be late because of 

a rain delay, I don’t want them guessing 

or asking others as to when we are going 

to show up. I have come to understand 

that most of our customers are pretty 

understanding of delays due to the 

From the President’s Cab: Communication is key
By John Osterhaus

During these very 
stressful times, 
communicating 
with our customers 
is of the utmost 
importance – even 
if it’s just a quick 
phone call.

“

”
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A team effort
Last winter, the WCO board began 

discussions about a lack of tractor safety 

training opportunities in certain areas 

of Wisconsin. While the association isn’t 

well-positioned to coordinate these 

trainings alone, WCO leaders wanted to 

lend financial and promotional support 

to those who are able to host tractor 

safety courses.

Coincidentally at Forage Symposium, 

WCO members Bob and Diane Biadasz 

mentioned that their local Rural Mutual 

Insurance agent, Jennifer Zinda-Mancl, 

was getting some local partners together 

with the goal of hosting a tractor safety 

training course in central Wisconsin. Area 

farm families had been struggling to find 

training opportunities for their children, 

and local partners wanted to help.

Creating good from tragedy
Safety training is especially important to 

Bob and Diane because their son, Mike, a 

passionate young farmer from Amherst, 

Wis, died on August 15, 2016, when he 

was overcome by hydrogen sulfide gas. 

Mike had been agitating manure in the 

open lagoon at his family’s cattle feeding 

operation. 

In the wake of tragedy, the Biadasz 

family established the Mike Biadasz 

Farm Safety & Education Memorial Fund 

to support local agriculture safety and 

health initiatives.

Mike’s sisters Lisa Grezenski and Megan 

Check, representing the foundation, were 

critical in coordinating the tractor safety 

program, garnering support from local 

businesses, and enrolling children in the 

course.

Curriculum available, course sponsors 
needed!

The University of Wisconsin–Madison 

Division of Extension houses the 

Wisconsin Youth Tractor & Machinery 

Safety Certification Program, which 

is designed to meet requirements 

established by the US Department of 

Labor, for the employment of youth ages 

14-15 on farms not operated by their 

parents. In addition, Wisconsin Act 455 

provides specific provisions for tractor 

operation by 12-13 year olds.

Extension endorses the curriculum 

“Gearing Up for Safety” developed by 

Purdue University in cooperation with 

leading farm safety experts. 

This curriculum is available for free 

to groups who wish to coordinate a 

tractor safety course. More information 

about course offerings, curriculum, 

and instructor information, is found on 

Extension’s Youth Tractor Safety website.

More course sponsors are needed! If 

you know of a local group looking to host 

tractor safety, contact WCO to help start 

the process. 

Twenty-one students completed 
the course. In addition to new 
found learning, they got swag 
too! Photos by Brittany Marquard

WCO NEWS
tractor safety 
(continued from p. 1)

After completing the required hours of training, participating students enjoyed a 
tour of Feltz’s Dairy Store in Steven’s Point, Wis. Photo by Bobbi Kubish.



use her skills and 6+ years of experience 

in the field.

“I look forward to serving the people 

and communities of Wisconsin,” 

Bachand said.  “I am excited to develop 

partnerships while promoting and 

supporting programs that improve the 

lives of hard-working farmers.”

Michelle started her new role on 

May 6, 2024. Her office is located at 

the Dunn County Extension office. 

Feel free to contact Michelle at  

michelle.bachand@wisc.edu or call  

(715) 619-7467. Learn more about 

Michelle and the Farm Management 

Program at farms.extension.wisc.edu/

people.

Check out the Runoff Risk Advisory 
Forecast, “If it’s red, don’t spread!” 
scan the QR code to 
determine runoff risk in your 
area.
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717.354.5040  |  New Holland, PA

Meet the KP Rolls that redefine everything. 
Unique kernel tearing action with outstanding 
wear resistance. Premium caliber corn forage. 
A-1 dairy nutrition. 

Let’ roll. And roll. And roll.

Less wear.
More tear.

The ORIGINAL Low Volume Inoculant
Applicator With Insulated Tanks

D

U.S PATENT NO. 6,443,369 · CANADA PATENT NO. 2,411,690
ADDITIONAL U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL PATENTS PENDING

Dohrmann Enterprises, Inc. 
320-252-8999

www.DohrmannEnterprises.com

Stainless Steel
   Components

Quick Connect
   Fittings

Toolless
   Maintenance

LED Illuminated
   Flowmeter

Outstanding
   Customer Service

10 Gallons Treats
   Up To 1000 Tons

Pump Exclusive
   To DEI

Member survey data on 
the WCO website

Data from the most recent member 

survey is live on the WCO website. Go 

to wiscustomopertors.org and click 

the “resources” tab. From the drop 

down, select “member services and rate 

information”. Users have the option to 

view rates only, or the entire survey, which 

contains information on technology 

adoption, employee management, and 

other relevant topics.

WCO invested significant time and 

money into the member survey itself and 

the resulting data visualization. We hope 

that you will find value in this resource!

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

To view the WCO member 
survey, scan the QR code.

Nutrient management meetings  
and updates Compiled by WCO, from industry partners

INDUSTRY NEWS

UW–Madison’s Nutrient and Pest 

Management Program, DATCP, USDA-

NRCS, and WI Land and Water are hosting 

their annual nutrient management 

regional meetings again this summer.

Each meeting is free, and CEUs will be 

available. Registration is required. Light 

lunch and snacks will be provided by the 

WI CCA Board and WI Land and Water.

Scan the QR codes next to the 

corresponding meeting you wish to 

attend and register. The full listing 

is available at datcp.wi.gov keyword 

“nutrient management meetings”.

Available meetings:

SE Wisconsin
Jefferson County Highway 

Department

Aug. 20: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

                

SW Wisconsin
Iowa County Health and  

Human Services

Aug. 21: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

NW Wisconsin
L.E. Philips Memorial Public 

Library Riverview Room

Sept. 4: 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Statewide Virtual Webinar 
Sept. 5 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

NE Wisconsin
Fox Valley Technical College, 

north end of campus,  

Room A170 A&B

                   Sept. 10: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

NC Wisconsin
Northcentral Technical 

College A165 in A Building

Sept. 12: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

New AgrAbility and Youth Tractor Safety Coordinator  
By AgrAbility

Michelle Bachand 

is the new AgrAbility 

& Youth Tractor 

Safety Outreach 

Coordinator. 

This exciting new 

position for the Uni-

versity of Wiscon-

sin-Madison Division of Extension, is de-

signed to provide outreach and support 

for programs that promote safety and 

health for Wisconsin farm businesses. 

Michelle will increase awareness of 

the programs and identify opportunities 

for new program development. She 

will create and support partnerships 

to promote the programs and increase 

access to diverse audiences.

The position is funded in part by the 

USDA AgrAbility grant. The AgrAbility 

project is a partnership between the 

Division of Extension and EasterSeals 

Wisconsin. Since 1991, the AgrAbility 

project has been promoting success in 

agriculture for farmers and their families 

living with a farm injury, disability, or 

medical limitation.

Michelle has been integral to Extension 

since joining the Farm Management 

Program two years ago. Her contributions 

to the program helped build valuable 

programming for Youth Tractor Safety 

and other farm management programs 

for Wisconsin farmers. 

While Michelle has enjoyed her role 

supporting these programs, working 

as the AgrAbility and Tractor Safety 

Outreach Program Coordinator will best 

Michelle Bachand
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SUPPORTING WCO

INVEST IN QUALITY®

www.kuhn.com

THE MOST COMPLETE HAY LINE
Cut • Dry • Harvest

Save time, money and improve hay quality with machinery
known for performance, reliability, and longevity from KUHN.

THE HAY AND FORAGE SPECIALISTS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LOCATE A DEALER NEAR YOU TODAY!

              Tedders                         Mergers                           Rakes    

          Round Balers                Square Balers                   Wrappers 

Mowers & Mower Conditioners

leadership, teamwork, sustainability, 

innovation, or community involvement

This program is open to university/

technical college faculty, staff, students, 

student organizations or non-profit orga-

nizations. Others deemed appropriate by 

the WCO Scholarship and Awards Com-

mittee will also be considered.

Examples include: Funding for students 

as part of larger project, costs associated 

with hosting an event or farmer meeting, 

incentive funds for farmers/custom 

farmers to try new practices.

Questions? Call (608) 577-4345 or email  

execdir@wiscustomoperators.org

In addition to scholarships and other 

awards, WCO has a mini-grant program 

designed to provide smaller, more 

flexible awards to assist with important 

projects or programs that will benefit the 

custom farming and the ag communities. 

The WCO board feels strongly that it is 

important to invest in great people and 

innovative ideas. To learn more about the 

mini-grant program and to download the 

application, go to wiscustomoperators.

org and click the “about us” tab. 

Applications are accepted on a rolling 

basis and awards range from $500-

$5,000. Funding is available as soon as 

the application is approved by WCO. 

Funds are distributed as follows: 50% 

upon application approval and 50% upon 

receipt of final report.

Like most grants, there are reporting  

obligations and we also ask that recipients 

be willing to speak about their project at 

a WCO event such as the annual Forage 

Symposium.

Priority is given to projects that:

>>Directly benefit the custom farming 

community

>>Involve custom farmers or clients of 

custom farmers

>>Involve post-secondary student 

research or organization opportunities

>>Emphasize farm safety and health, 

Don’t forget about WCO’s mini-grant program!

OXBO.COM

TWIN OR TRIPLE
DELIVERING THE HIGHEST QUALITY FORAGE

POWERMERGE

INDUSTRY SUPPORT
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Quality feed for your herd

JohnDeere.com

Custom News 9

NO NEED TO COMPROMISE.

EQUIPPED FOR A NEW WORLD™

New Holland FR Forage Cruiser models feature powerful 
engines tuned expressly for forage harvesting, the widest 
cutterhead and crop processor in the industry for maximum 
throughput, and a cab that feels more like a home office. 
There’s no need to choose between high capacity and high 
quality - choose a New Holland Forage Cruiser. Learn more 
at www.newholland.com/na

©2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved.

Welcome to WCO
General Members ($50/year) derive 
their income (whole or part) from custom 
farming. Receive full voting rights and 
featured on website with business 
information.

Associate Members ($50/year) support 
the custom farming industry, but do not 
engage in custom farming themselves.

Name:

Business Name:

Address:

City:               State:

Email Address:

Website:
    
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Membership Type:         General          Assoc.

Amount Paid:   Date:

Referred By:

Please return membership form 
with payment to:

Wisconsin Custom Operators, Inc.
PO Box 567

DeForest, WI 53532
Join and pay online at 

www.wiscustomoperators.org

Membership incentive program

Don’t forget - WCO has a membership incentive program! 

If you sign up a new member you receive $25 towards your 

2025 membership. Sponsors can participate also. Simply list 

your company name on the “referred by” line and earn money 

towards your 2025 membership or sponsorship. 

Incentive not to exceed cost of membership or sponsorship. 

Help WCO grow our membership base!

BUY OR SELL  
WITH US TODAY!

Parker Massie – 715-642-3981  
parker@hansenauctiongroup.com

Thank you 2024 sponsors

Platinum:

Silver:
Agri-King

Lallemand Animal Nutrition

Midwest Machinery Co.

Riesterer and Schnell

Ritchie Implement

Versa

Vita Plus 

Gold:



Governor Evers. It was funded in 

the 2023-25 State Biennial Bud-

get.

Upgrading these roads will 

benefit farms and agricultural 

industries of all sizes and types.  

A listing of the awards can be 

found on the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Transportation website, 

type “ARIP” in the search bar.

The application for the second 

round of awards is open, and will 

include $100M to fund rural road 

improvements. Applications are 

due Sept. 30, materials are found 

on the ARIP website.

And don’t forget about the 
WCO Certification Program! 
Safety is the cornerstone of WCO 

and we are proud to offer a robust 

certification program. To become 

certified:

- Attend an in-person safety 

event, coordinated by WCO, 

dealership, or other association 

and submit materials

 - Attend Forage Symposium 

for safety sessions, noted in 

registration materials 

Contact WCO for more 

information! 

claas.com

Step into the cab of a JAGUAR forage harvester and 
experience innovation:

•  CAM PILOT and AUTO PILOT ensure precise 
steering with PICK UP and ORBIS heads. 

•   AUTO FILL streamlines trailer filling for  
maximum convenience. 

•   CEMOS AUTO PERFORMANCE optimizes machine 
speed, throughput, and engine load effortlessly.

Enjoy up to 10.5% increased throughput, superior chop 
quality, and 10% greater fuel economy.

Discover how the JAGUAR TT is made for more, 
delivering exceptional results for your bottom line.

The power to do more.
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Please send your photos to WCO

Photos featured in the Custom News are taken by staff or 

submitted by members and sponsors. We are always looking 

for high quality images and we do our best to feature diverse 

equipment brands and custom farming practices.

Please e-mail your high-resolution images (1MB or larger) 

to execdir@wiscustomoperators.org and we will be sure 

to feature you on our social media channels and in our 

publications. Thank you in advance!

Heim Brothers Custom, Algoma, Wis. serve clients in the 
Kewaunee County area. In addition to custom services, the 
Heim family also has a dairy farm. Photo contributed

©2023 AGCO Corporation. Fendt is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Fendt are trademarks 
of AGCO. All rights reserved.

It’s like you waved a magic wand over your fields when you put 
the powerful Fendt® IDEAL™ combine to work. Fendt’s signature 
attention to detail and innovation improves upon traditional 
combine design, featuring reliable headers, increased fuel 
efficiency, exceptional capacity, a comfortable cab, advanced 
technology and a single helix processor. The end result? 
Your harvest comes in faster and in better shape than ever 
before. Less waste, more precision. 

Harness the wondrous performance of a 
Fendt IDEAL combine today at McFarlanes’.

WORK WONDERS AT HARVEST TIME.

mcfarlanes.net

Sauk City, WI
780 Carolina St.

 Call or text 608-643-3321S’S’
Member - McFarlane Mfg Family of Businesses 

RETAIL & SERVICE CENTER

BRILLION, WI
920.989.1517

LENA, WI
920.829.5131

BEAvER DAm 
1-800-468-5009

CCrroopp  SSppeecciiffiicc  IInnooccuullaannttss  

FFuullll  lliinnee  ooff  aapppplliiccaattoorrss..          
EExxcceeppttiioonnaall  ccuussttoommeerr  sseerrvviiccee..      

CCuussttoomm  OOppeerraattoorrss  WWaanntteedd  

Deaton Nutrition, Inc.   
N4852 County Road C ~ Ellsworth WI 54011 

Office: 715-273-3739  Cell: 612-812-7939 
www.multisile.com                    deatonnutrition@dishup.us 

- 10 Gallon Insulated Tank 
 
- Sturdy Metal Pump Box 
 
- Sight Gauge on Tank 
 
- Treats 1000 Ton Per Fill 
 
- 350 RPM custom designed pump 
 
- Higher Amperage output for  
         maximum coverage 
 
- 1 year warranty on parts 
  and labor 

Now with  
custom lighted  

flow gauge 

These individuals/sponsors joined WCO from March – July 2024

 » John Anderson, John R. Anderson Farms

 » Cody Ehlers , Custom Bagging, LLC

 » Al Hanson, Hanson Hilltop Farms and Harvesting LLC

 » Timothy Hobl, B&H Services

 » Andy Stocks, Custom Bagging, LLC

Welcome new members!

Gov. Tony Evers and the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation announced in July 

grant recipients for the first $50 

million of the Agricultural Road 

Improvement Program (ARIP). 

These projects will rebuild local 

roads that carry over 10.8 billion 

pounds of agricultural goods each 

year from farming and forestry 

operations that have a $1.6 billion 

annual impact on Wisconsin’s 

economy. 
Wisconsin Department of Trans-

portation received applications 

for more than $260 million in proj-

ects for the first round, five times 

the amount of available funding. 

The awards will go to projects 

throughout the state to improve 

the efficiency of transporting agri-

cultural goods, saving money for 

farmers and consumers.

The program was created by a 

bill authored by Senators Mar-

klein (R-Spring Green), Tomczyk 

(R-Mosinee) and Ballweg (R-

Markesan), and Representatives 

Tranel (R-Cuba City) and Vander-

Meer (R-Tomah), that received 

unanimous bipartisan support in 

the legislature and was signed by 

First round of agricultural road  
grants awarded

Summer board meeting

The WCO board held its summer meeting at D&J Manthe 
Forage Service in DeForest, Wis. After the meeting, board 
members toured Daryll’s shop and did some “show and 
tell” with various pieces of equipment. Bruce Dannenberg is 
pictured looking at an Oxbo 4334 self-propelled hay merger 
that is part of the D&J fleet. Photo by WCO



PO Box 567
DeForest, WI 53532

wiscustomoperators.org

Questions about IoH/Ag CMV rules and  
permit applications? 

go to wisconsin.gov and search 
 “Implements of Husbandry”

Vander Kinter Farms, Denmark, Wis. Photo by Kathy Vander KinterVander Kinter Farms, Denmark, Wis. Photo by Kathy Vander Kinter


